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FROM YOSEMITE TO THE GRAND CANYON:  
MURDER ON THE TRAIL CHRONICLES TRUE CRIMES  

IN AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS
What dangers lurk in the wilderness?  

What could happen if you wander off the trail?  

Discover the fascinating true crime stories that lay within the majestic 
landscapes of the United States’ national parks, including the National 
Forest Serial Killer Gary Michael Hilton, the vanlife tragedy of Gabby 
Petito, murders in Yosemite, and more. 

From the depths of the Grand Canyon to the towering peaks of 
Yosemite, Murder on the Trail: Mysteries, Deaths, and 
Disappearances in National Parks (Featuring Gabby Petito, Toni 
Henthorn, Gary Michael Hilton, and More) [Ulysses Press; 
December 2025] by Michelle Kaminsky tells the chilling stories of 
killers, mysterious disappearances, and other harrowing crimes that 
have occurred in US national parks, including those involving: 

• Cary Stayner, Yosemite Park Killer 
• Gary Hilton, National Forest Killer 
• The tragic story of vanlifer Gabby Petito 
• Toni and Harold Henthorn 
• And more. 

With meticulous research and compelling storytelling, best-selling true 
crime author Michelle Kaminsky guides readers through the hidden 
dangers, sinister secrets, and terrifying realities that lurk in America’s 
most treasured natural wonders.  

“The nine cases in this book span nearly a century of US history in 
national parks, from Bessie and Glen Hyde’s mysterious 
disappearance in 1928 to Gabby Petito’s murder in Grand Teton in 
2021,” Kaminsky says. “This timeline reveals how both the parks and 
their dangers have evolved. The earliest cases—the Hydes in the 
1920s and Dennis Martin in 1969—occurred when national parks 
were less developed, with fewer visitors and limited technology.” 

For lovers of true crime and the great outdoors, this gripping book is a 
must-read for anyone drawn to the dark side of nature’s most 
breathtaking, remote, and (mostly) serene landscapes. 

“This collection tells the stories of people who met tragic fates while 
exploring some of the country’s wildest and most unforgettable 
terrain,” she says. “May their lives never be forgotten, and may their 
memories continue to remind us that extreme beauty can also hold a 
hidden darkness that always demands our utmost respect.” 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Michelle’s true crime writing is driven by a lifelong fascination with criminal minds, 
motivations, and MOs. Her books include Serial Killer Trivia (2019), Serial Killer Trivia: 
Cold Cases (2021), and The Big Book of 1980s Serial Killers (2024). Michelle is the 
mom of a human kid and a rescued hound, and she is probably listening to a true crime 
podcast right now. You can find her at michkaminsky throughout social media.

ABOUT PACIFIC & COURT
Pacific & Court is an award-winning Brooklyn-based boutique publicity and digital marketing company specializing in 
promoting independent authors and book publishers. Together, the P&C team has over 30 years of experience 
publishing, promoting, and marketing best-selling books. Focusing on heavily tested and proven PR and marketing 
methods, P&C will reach the exact audience that will be receptive to your unique book. Follow P&C on social media 
@pacificandcourt.

Review copies of Murder on the Trail are available upon request. For excerpts and/or  
interview queries, please contact Kourtney Jason at kourtney@pacificandcourt.com.

ABOUT ULYSSES PRESS 
Named one of Publishers Weekly’s ten “fastest-growing independent publishers,” 
Ulysses Press, an imprint of The Stable Book Group, is reinventing the relationship 
between reader, author, and publisher. Beyond market-driven, Ulysses Press focuses 
on highly targeted niche groups that aren’t being offered the books they want by the big 
corporate-owned publishing houses. At Ulysses, we believe that as pop culture changes 
at the speed of the internet, books have a powerful role to play in the interconnected 
world. Above all other media, books offer readers a trusted source for information and a 
vital escape from our highly connected, digital world. Follow Ulysses on social media 
(@ulyssespress).
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